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SPRING COVE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Roaring Spring, PA 

 
June 8, 2015 

 
 

 The Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Spring Cove School 
District was held on Monday, June 8, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the District 
Administration Office Board Room.  Mr. Brian Gahagan, Board President, 
called the meeting to order, led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance, and 
offered a moment of silence.  Roll call was taken with all Board members 
present as follows: Mrs. Amy Acker-Knisely; Mr. John R. Biddle; Mr. James 
Butler; Dr. Sam Dean; Mr. Brian Gahagan; Dr. Jennifer Murnyack-Garner; 
Mr. James Smith; Miss Mary Smith; Mr. Willard J. Thompson; Dr. Robert 
Vadella, Superintendent; Mr. Ryan Kirsch, Business Manager; and Mrs. 

Karen Greenwood, Recording Secretary.   
 
 Superintendent’s Report 
 Dr. Vadella reported that he attended three of the four awards ceremonies, 

Baccalaureate, and Commencement which was moved inside because of the 
forecast for rain and lightning.  He also expressed thanks to the crew that 
had to take down everything at the Athletic Field and set it back up in the 
high school auditorium. 

 

 Dr. Vadella also reported that the Step Up nights had a large turnout at 
both elementary buildings.   

 
 Approval of Agenda 
 Mr. Thompson moved and Mr. Butler seconded the motion that approval be 

granted of the June 8, 2015 Regular Meeting agenda.  Motion carried 
unanimously by voice vote. 

 
 Approval of Minutes 
 Mr. Biddle moved and Mrs. Acker-Knisely seconded the motion that 

approval be granted of the following minutes: 
 

 Regular Meeting -- May 18, 2015. 
 Special Meeting -- May 26, 2015. 

 

 Dr. Dean referred to the second paragraph on page 123 and requested that 
the solicitor be asked to review whether or not the Executive Session held 
during the May 26 Regular Meeting was legal.  Dr. Dean also stated that if 
the solicitor’s review determined that the Executive Session was not legal, 
the persons who called for that Executive Session should share their 
comments with the public.  Mr. Biddle stated that he concurred with Dr. 
Dean’s request. Dr. Vadella noted that he would contact the District’s 
solicitor. 

 

 Following Mr. Gahagan’s question to Mr. Smith if he had any corrections to 
the minutes and Mr. Smith’s response in the negative, the voice vote was not 
unanimous with Mr. Smith voting no.  Motion carried. 

 
Executive Session Announced 
Mr. Gahagan announced that an Executive Session was held during the May 
26, 2015 Special Meeting for contract issues. 
 



 

 

 

June 8, 2015 125 
 
 

Approval to Amend 2014/15 School Calendar 

Dr. Murnyack-Garner moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that 
approval be granted to amend the 2014/15 school calendar to include a 
half-day Act 80 day on Monday, June 8, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously 
by voice vote. 
 
Approval of Custodial Bids for 2015/16 School Year 
Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Mr. Biddle seconded the motion that 
approval be granted to award the bids for custodial supplies for the 2015/16 
school year as listed on the bid tabulation with a total cost of $36,213.55.  
Following Mr. Kirsch’s note that the total cost reflected an increase of less 
than $200, the motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Authorization to Apply for Federal and State Funds 

Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that 
approval be granted authorizing the District administration to apply for 
federal and state funds for the 2015/16 school year including Title monies, 
Drug Free, Vocational, and any other federal or state grants that become 
available during the school year and are approved by the Superintendent.  It 
was noted that Mrs. Kendra Pritchett serves as the Federal Programs 
Coordinator and that an estimated 20% of her time is devoted to the 
functions of this position.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Approval of Policy #904 in Final Reading 
Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that 
approval be granted of Revised Policy #904 -- Public Attendance at School 
Events -- in final reading.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Approval of Homestead/Farmstead Resolution 
Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that 
approval be granted of the Homestead/Farmstead Resolution for the school 
year beginning July 1, 2015 under the provisions of the Taxpayer Relief Act 
(Act 1 of 2006) allowing for a maximum real estate tax deduction amount as 
calculated based on the certified mean assessment supplied by the County 
of Blair and the Property Tax Relief allotment provided by the State and that 
a Resolution showing the actual amount calculated for the 
Homestead/Farmstead Exemption will be provided at the July 20, 2015 
Board Meeting.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Approval of Proposal from Manpower for Temporary Labor 
Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Dr. Dean seconded the motion that approval 

be granted of the proposal for temporary labor from Manpower of Altoona 
with a markup of 48% and to authorize the District administration to 
execute any necessary documents related to the District’s existing 
agreement.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Discussion on 2015/16 General Fund Budget 
Mr. Kirsch reported that he is working on finalizing figures for the June 26 
meeting.  He also noted that there has been no new action from the State, so 
we will just assume that the District will remain at level funding for next 
year. 
 

Following  a question on the status of the transportation RFP,  Mr. Kirsch 
reported the following items: 
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 The RFP went out via e-mail at midnight on June 7.  
 The pre-bid meeting would be held on June 12.   
 Expect to have the RFPs back on June 22. 
 Six companies requested the RFP. 
 Expect to have a recommendation for the June 26 meeting.  

 

Mrs. Acker-Knisely then commented that a decision needs to be made on a 
bus contractor before the Board leaves on the night of the 26th. 
 
Approval of Athletic Ticket Prices for 2015/16 School Year 
Mr. Biddle moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that approval be 
granted of the list of athletic ticket prices for the 2015/16 school year.  
Following questions about possibly raising ticket prices to cover coaching 
salary increase or possibly charging for soccer games, Mrs. Greenwood 
responded that this document can be amended by the Board at any time.  
The voice vote was not unanimous with Mr. Smith voting no.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Moving of Weight Room Equipment 
Dr. Vadella explained the need to have the weight room equipment moved 
from the high school to Bean Hill for the summer due to construction at the 
high school.  He noted that we are looking for an outside company to avoid 
injury to our employees, as well as the expertise to set up the equipment 
correctly following the move.   
 

Mr. Fluke reported that while he has contacted several companies, none are 
currently available.  Mr. Fluke noted that another company will be on site 
on the 9th to give us a quote.  
 

Following a brief discussion about the use of local facilities and the problem 
of 30+ student athletes showing up all at once to a local facility, Dr. Vadella 
stated that this was just an informational item and that he would like to do 
this within the current maintenance budget. 
 
Approval of Cafeteria Meal Prices for 2015/16 School Year 
Mr. Biddle moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that approval be 
granted of the cafeteria meal prices for the 2015/16 school, reflecting no 
increase over last year’s prices, as listed below. 
 

Category 2015/16 Meal Price 

Milk $ .40 

Elementary & Secondary Breakfast $ 1.15 

Adult Breakfast $ 1.65 

Elementary Lunch $ 1.90 

Secondary Lunch $ 2.15 

Adult Lunch $ 2.90 
 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Approval of Waiver of Rental Fees for Youth Tennis Camp 
Mr. Biddle moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that approval be 
granted of the request for waiver of rental fees from the Spring Cove Tennis  
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Boosters to use the outdoor tennis courts on June 21-25 for a youth tennis 
camp.  It was noted that as stated in Board Policy #707, the organization 
will be billed for any direct costs incurred.  Following a question about 
insurance coverage and the answer that this group would fall under the 
District’s liability coverage, the motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Approval of Waiver of Rental Fees for Roaring Spring Police Department 
Mr. Biddle moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that approval be 
granted of the request for waiver of rental fees from the Roaring Spring 
Police Department for use of the Administration Office Board Room on June 
19, 2015 for a Saturation Patrol Briefing.  It was noted that as stated in 
Board Policy #707, the organization will be billed for any direct costs 
incurred.   Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 

Resignation Accepted from Jennifer Newmaster 
Mr. Butler moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that the 
resignation be accepted from Jennifer Newmaster, Paraprofessional, effective 
at the end of the 2014/15 school year.  Motion carried unanimously by voice 
vote. 
 
Approval of Sabbatical Leave for William Forshey 
Mr. Butler moved and Dr. Dean seconded the motion that approval be 
granted of a Sabbatical Leave for William Forshey for the first semester of 
the 2015/16 school year per the parameters of Policy #438.  Following Dr. 
Vadella’s explanation that sabbatical leaves are part of the School Code, the 
motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Approval to Establish an Instructional Building Secretary Position at 
Martinsburg Elementary School 
Mr. Butler moved and Mrs. Acker-Knisely seconded the motion that approval 
be granted of the establishment of the Instructional Building Secretary 
(Classification C of the current Support Staff Statement of Salaries & 
Benefits) position at Martinsburg Elementary School effective with the 
2015/16 school year.  This position will be for 205 days per year and seven 
(7) hours per day.   Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Approval to Employ Heather Sagaities   
Mr. Butler moved and Dr. Dean seconded the motion that approval be 
granted to employ Heather Sagaities as a Professional Employee effective 
with the 2015/16 school year with her salary set on Step 7 ($47,742) of the 
Master’s Level of the current SCEA Bargaining Agreement with modifications 
to be made at the completion of the current negotiations process and with 
her initial assignment for the 2015/16 school year to be determined.  Motion 
carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Approval to Employ Ryan Lightcap 
Mr. Butler moved and Mrs. Acker-Knisely seconded the motion that approval 
be granted to employ Ryan Lightcap as a Temporary Professional Employee 
effective with the 2015/16 school year with his salary set on Step 1 
($40,280) of the Bachelor’s Level of the current SCEA Bargaining Agreement 
with modifications to be made at the completion of the current negotiations 
process and with his initial assignment for the 2015/16 school year to be 
determined.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
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Approval to Employ Erin Barley 

Mr. Butler moved and Mrs. Acker-Knisely seconded the motion that approval 
be granted to employ Erin Barley as a Professional Employee effective with 
the 2015/16 school year with her salary set on Step 10 ($50,973) of the 
Master’s Level of the current SCEA Bargaining Agreement with modifications 
to be made at the completion of the current negotiations process and with 
her initial assignment for the 2015/16 school year to be Mathematics 
Teacher at the Spring Cove Middle School.  Motion carried unanimously by 
voice vote. 
 

 Approval of Doctors, Dentists & Certified Registered Nurse 
Practitioners 

 Mr. Butler moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that approval be 
granted to appoint the following Doctors, Dentists and Certified Registered 

Nurse Practitioners for the 2015/16 school year: 
 

 Dr. Fred Heaton. 
 Dr. Thomas Strum. 
 Mattie Verbit, CRNP. 
 Dr. Jonathan Zimmerman. 

 

 Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 Approval of Addition to District’s List of Support Staff Substitutes 
 Mr. Butler moved and Mrs. Acker-Knisely seconded the motion that 

approval be granted to add the following individual to the District’s list of 
support staff substitutes: 

 

 Cody Thompson -- Custodial/Maintenance. 
 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Discussion on Function of Committee Meetings  
Dr. Vadella noted that current Board Policy states that we should have a 
chair for each committee and that the majority of the Board should not 
participate in Committee Meetings.  
 

Mr. Smith asked if Board members could come just as a citizen, not a Board 
member.  Mr. Butler offered his opinion that if you are a seated Board 
member, you cannot come as a citizen. 
 

Mr. Gahagan asked the entire Board if they wished to continue with the 

Committee Meetings in the current format.  Suggestions followed including: 
 

 The current format has served us well in the past, but presents 
difficulties for Board members who are employed and for the 
public to attend during the day. 

 Continue in the current format, but hold the meetings in the 
evenings. 

 Have the Committee Meetings at 6:00 pm prior to the Regular 
Meeting rather than doing away with them which will result in 
more delays on decisions. 

 Start at 6:00 pm with a Committee of the Whole Meeting to 
discuss items.   If it is then determined that we need additional 
information or details, we can send the item to a subcommittee to 
gather the information and then report to the entire Board. 
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Mr. Biddle commented that it is a shame that we can’t just sit down and 
discuss these things.   
 

 Dr. Vadella responded that it is a perception problem with people 
believing that decisions are being made behind closed doors.  He 
also commented that doing away with the Committee Meetings, 
could result in longer periods of time for final decisions.  Dr. 
Vadella also commented that Committees do not really have the 
authority to make recommendations to the full Board that the 
Board acts on.  This results in items going before multiple 
Committees and then again being addressed by the full Board.  

 

Mrs. Acker-Knisely then stated that every Board member needs to respond 
to the Board President by the 26th with their preference for future meetings.  
 

 Calendar of Board Events 
 Mr. Gahagan read the list of upcoming Board Events including three 

Committee Meetings.  Following a brief discussion, it was agreed to keep the 
three upcoming committee meetings as scheduled due to the lack of time to 
advertise any change in the meeting dates and/or times.  Mrs. Acker-Knisely 
and Mr. Biddle agreed to chair these three meetings. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Biddle moved that 
the meeting be adjourned.  Time was 8:05 pm. 

 


